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September 8, 1999

99-182
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

THERE'S MORE TO THE WESTERN TRADITION THAN YOU THINK!
CHARLESTON -- Over the last 20 years, the meaning and value of the "Western
Tradition" has been fiercely attacked by critics accusing it of hegemonic domination of
other traditions and ardently defended as the basic motor of progress and modernity.
For its 11th annual fall lecture, the Phi Beta Kappa Association of East Central
Illinois is hosting a lecture by Columbia University Professor George Saliba, Ph.D., who
says that one of the key components of that tradition, science, was significantly
influenced by the Arabic/Islamic world.
Saliba will discuss "Arabic Legacy in the Western Scientific Tradition" at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 16, in the Phipps Lecture Hall, Physical Science Building, on the
Eastern Illinois University campus. The lecture is free and open to the public.
"I will attempt to demonstrate, with the help of slides taken from original
documents, the extent to which Arabic/Islamic science was in fact integrated into what
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we have come to know as western science and is used freely in our everyday life,"
Saliba said.
Bailey Young, EIU associate professor of history, said , "Saliba's academic
background makes him particularly qualified to discuss the meeting of East and West,
with its consequences for cultural cross-fertilization. "
Saliba holds bachelor's and master's degrees from the American University of
Beirut and a doctorate and second master's degree from the University of California at
Berkeley.
Since 1979, he has been professor of Arabic and Islamic Science in the
Department of Middle East and Asian Languages and Cultures at Columbia University
in New York. He was department chair from 1990 to 1993.
Saliba is widely known for his scholarly research . He was awarded the History of
Science Prize of the Third World Academy of Science and the Historic of Arabic
Astronomy Prize of the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science.
He has been a research fellow at the Center for Middle East Studies at Harvard
University, Dibner Institute at MIT and National Humanities Center in North Carolina. He
He was a distinguished visiting professor at the American University in Cairo and was
named the 1988-89 0. Neugebauer Fellow of the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton.
Saliba served on the editorial board of the Journal for the History of Arabic
Science and Arabic Sciences and Philosophy.·A Historical Journal. He is also on the
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executive board of the International Society for the History of Arabic and Islamic
Science and Philosophy. He is a member of the History of Science Society, American
Oriental Society, Astronomical Union and I'Academie lnternationale d'Histoire des
Sciences.
He has published extensively on the history of science and technology from Late
Antique times through the Middle Ages up to the Renaissance, stressing the impact of
Islamic science on the West.
His most recent book is "The Origin and Development of Arabic Scientific
Thought" (1998).
The lecture is sponsored by the Phi Beta Kappa Association of East Centra:l
Illinois, with the support of Phi Beta Kappa Associates of Washington, D.C., and
Eastern's Office of Academic Affairs.
A reception will immediately follow the lecture.
-30-

